
City of Santa Barbara 
FORESTRY DIVISION  

  ATTACHMENT 5                        
 

 April 2024 
 

 

FRONT YARD SET BACK TREE REMOVAL 
REQUEST 

 
 

Front Yard 1518 Bath Street – Mike Gones 4-24-24 

  
Date:   3/26/2024 
 
Requested by:  Mike Gones mikegonesce@outlook.com  
 
Address:  1219 ½ Laguna Street, Santa Barbara, CA 93101 
 
 Location of Tree: 1518 Bath Street, Santa Barbara, CA 93101 
 
Tree Species:  Araucaria columnaris,   Common Name:  Cook Pine 
           
Zoning/Setback: R-MH 10’ 
 
Reason for Removal:  Tree has grown excessively large and leaning significantly towards neighbor and 
public right of way. Tree roots are uplifting/damaging our patio and growing towards our house 
foundation. If the tree falls it will do serious damage to neighbor’s house and or fall onto the street and 
damage cars or hurt pedestrians. 
  
Proposed Replacement:   Yes   Semi dwarf Navel or Valencia Orange. No   
   
Advisory Committee Recommendation: Approve Removal:    Deny Removal:   N/A  
     
Staff Recommendation: Approve Removal:     Deny Removal:    N/A  
 
Date Posted: 4/16/2024. 
 
Comments:  The Committee recommends (3/0/1) that the Commission deny the removal. 
PHOTO INVENTORY             

 
  
 
  
 

mailto:mikegonesce@outlook.com


Gones Mike

CA 93101-1322

8059662259 mikegonesce@outlook.com

✔

Araucaria	sp.	conifer

semi	dwarf	Navel	or	Valencia	Orange	that	grows	to	about	12	ft.

1219	1/2	Laguna	St

Santa	Barbara

1 1518	Bath	St.

Tree	has	grown	excessively	large	and	is	leaning	significantly	towards	neighbor	and	public	right	of	way.	neighbor
is	complaining.	Tree	roots	are	uplifting/damaging	our	patio	and	growing	towards	our	house	foundation	.	We	are
worried	that	if	tree	falls	it	will	do	serious	damage	to	neighbors	house	and/or	fall	onto	Bath	street	and	damage
cars	or	hurt	pedestrians.

this	is	not	a	specimen	or	historic	tree	and	is	not	associated	with	any	proposed	development.

see	attached	arborist	report

✔





 

Duke McPherson, Arborist 

201 East Mountain Drive 
Santa Barbara, CA 93108 

Phone 805 705-9529 
E-mail: treemanduke@cox.net 
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March 19, 2024 
 
Mike Gones 
1518 Bath Street 
Santa Barbara, CA 
mikegonesce@outlook.com 
 

 
Arborist Report 

 
I visited your property at the above address at your request on February 28 of this year and was 
shown a tall Araucaria sp. conifer in the front yard. It is a healthy specimen though has a 
somewhat twisted trunk in the lower part of the tree. I noticed a 3-4’ long longitudinal line of 
ruptured bark starting at about eight feet up the trunk. This could be a superficial split or could 
be the result of an internal rupturing of tree support tissue due to the stress induced by the twisted 
growth of this tall tree.  
I recommend that the tree be removed as it may be considered a hazard to the neighbor to the 
east. 
 
Duke McPherson 
Certified arborist with the 
International Society of 
Arboriculture 
Certification # WE-690A 
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